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Challenging extremism through education

Responses, reflections and resources
___________________________________________________________

Introductory notes

There has been much criticism in recent years of official approaches to
countering terrorism, extremism and radicalisation. This paper contains links to
about 70 critical articles in newspapers and the blogosphere, and to a number of
reports. It focuses primarily, but not entirely, on articles published in 2014 or
2015. The publications are arranged under four broad headings:

A. General criticisms of official approaches
B. Criticisms specifically about official approaches through education
C. Personal stories and experiences
D.  Alternative approaches to challenging extremism through education.

The purpose of the selection as a whole is a) to encourage critical consideration
of official approaches, both generally and within the education system, and b) to
support the planning and construction of alternatives in the education system.

The list was last updated in February 2016.

________________________________________________________________

A.  General criticisms of official approaches

Ahmed, A-A. (2015) It's scary just how much David Cameron doesn't
seem to understand extremism, The Independent, 21 July
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/comment/its-scary-just-how-much-
david-cameron-doesnt-seem-to-understand-extremism-10402276.html

Ahmed, N. (2013) UK’s flawed counter-terrorism strategy, Monde
Diplomatique, 13 December, http://mondediplo.com/blogs/uk-s-flawed-
counter-terrorism-strategy

Bunglawala, S. (2014) How do we prevent radicalisation?, Theos Team
Blog, 29 September,
http://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/comment/2014/09/24/how-do-we-prevent-
radicalisation-by-shenaz-bunglawala

Carr, M. (2015) After Cage: ten steps to prevent radicalisation, Infernal
Machine, 9 March
http://infernalmachine.co.uk/after-cage-10-steps-to-prevent-radicalization/

Francis, M. (2015) What we’ve learned about radicalisation since 7/7
bombings a decade ago, Radicalisation Research, 6 July
http://www.radicalisationresearch.org/debate/what-weve-learned-about-
radicalisation-since-77-bombings-a-decade-ago/

Ganesh, B . (2015) The Prevent duty and its government-centred
context
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http://www.publicspirit.org.uk/the-prevent-duty-and-its-government-
centred-context/

Grossman, M. (2014) Tough is not enough: ten smarter ways to counter
terrorism, The Conversation, 23 October
http://apo.org.au/commentary/tough-not-enough-ten-smarter-ways-
counter-violent-extremism

Hamid, S. (2015) Prevent: failing young British Muslims, Public Spirit, 12
October,
http://www.publicspirit.org.uk/prevent-failing-young-british-muslims/

Hussain, D. (2015) The ‘Preventing-Prevent’ lobby is gaining
momentum, Huffington Post, 17 July,
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/dilly-hussain/prevent_b_7798448.html

Hussain, D. (2015) Cameron follows Blair in criminalising the Muslim
community, Middle East Eye, 21 July
http://www.middleeasteye.net/columns/david-cameron-follows-tony-blair-
criminalising-muslim-community-348801872

Iqbal, S. (2015) Why are Muslims boycotting Prevent?, Huffington Post,
29 December,
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/dr-siema-iqbal/why-are-muslims-

boycottin_b_8886316.html

Mohammed, J. (2015) Britain’s counter extremism policies are
criminalising Muslim yhought and expression, Public Spirit, 27 October,
http://www.publicspirit.org.uk/britains-counter-extremism-policies-are-
criminalising-muslim-thought-and-expression/

Jones, S. Cameron on extremism: how can we change the broken
record?, Stephen Jones Blog, 24 July
http://stephenhowardjones.info/2015/07/21/cameron-on-extremism-how-
can-we-change-this-broken-record/

Kazmi, Z. (2015) Dealing with Muslim dissent, Open Democracy, 27 July
https://www.opendemocracy.net/transformation/zaheer-kazmi/dealing-with-
muslim-dissent

Khan, O. and Siddiqi, M. (2015) What’s going wrong in the public
discourse on British Muslims?, School of African and Oriental Studies, 21
July
http://blogs.soas.ac.uk/muslimwise/

Kundnani, A. (2014) A Decade Lost: rethinking radicalisation and
extremism, Claystone Publications, December
http://mabonline.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Claystone-rethinking-
radicalisation.pdf

Kundnani, A. (2015a) Counter-terrorism policy and re-analysing
extremism, Institute of Race Relations, 12 February,
http://www.irr.org.uk/news/counter-terrorism-policy-and-re-analysing-
extremism/
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Kundnani, A. (2015b) Some of Europe’s politicians are doing ISIL’s
work for them, The National, 11 July
http://www.thenational.ae/opinion/comment/some-of-europes-politicians-
are-doing-isils-work-for-them

Malik, K. (2015) Radicalisation and European social policy, Kenan Malik
Blog, 17 December,
https://kenanmalik.wordpress.com/2015/12/17/radicalization-and-european-
social-policy/#comments

Milne, S. (2015) By scapegoating Muslims, Cameron fuels
radicalisation, The Guardian, 24 June
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jun/24/scapegoating-
muslims-cameron-radicalisation-terror-wars-liberties-british-values

Mondiot, G. (2015) By inflating Islamic extremism, David Cameron has
lost sight of what really threatens us, The Guardian, 21 July
http://www.middleeasteye.net/columns/lesson-hypocrisy-cameron-s-speech-
my-son-s-school-1882328759

Mumisa, M. (2014) It is the Government's Prevent programmes and
religious quietism, not radicalism, which have been driving young
British Muslims into the hands of extremists, Huffington Post, 24
September
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/michael-mumisa/muslim-
extremism_b_5862188.html

Norris, M. (2015) One Nation Britain and anti-extremism, Open
Democracy, 4 June
https://opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/maria-norris/one-nation-britain-and-
antiextremism

Oborne, P. (2015) The dangers of UK's new counter-extremism
strategy, Middle East Eye,
http://www.middleeasteye.net/columns/dangers-uks-new-counter-
extremism-strategy-82825185

Petrie, S. (2015) The Channel programme: helping vulnerable people
or nudging them towards radicalisation?, The Conversation
https://theconversation.com/the-channel-programme-helping-vulnerable-
people-or-nudging-them-towards-radicalisation-48863

Ramesh, R. (2015) Prevent programme 'spying on our young people',
say east London imams The Guardian, 7 December
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2015/dec/06/east-london-muslims-
prevent-strategy

Roy, O. (2015) What is the driving force behind jihadist terrorism? – a
scientific perspective on the causes/circumstances of joining the
scene, Bundeskriminalamt conference, Germany, 17-18 November
https://life.eui.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/OLIVIER-ROY-what-is-a-
radical-islamist.pdf
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Scotto, T. (2015) Extremism plan pushes the UK down a dangerously
illiberal road, The Conversation, 20 July
https://theconversation.com/extremism-plan-pushes-the-uk-down-a-
dangerously-illiberal-road-44948

Shafiq, M. (2015) David Cameron has made it all about Muslims –
without engaging us at all, The Guardian, 20 July
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jul/20/david-cameron-
british-muslims-extremism-speech?CMP=share_btn_tw

Young people who question Government or media may be extremists,
officials tell parents
Jon Stone
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/young-people-who-question-
government-policy-or-the-media-may-be-extremists-officials-tell-parents-
a6756086.html

Tahiri, H. and Grossman, M. (2014) Community and Radicalisation: an
examination of perceptions, ideas, beliefs and solutions, Victoria
University,
http://www.vu.edu.au/sites/default/files/ccdw/pdfs/community-and-
radicalisation.pdf

Versi, M. (2015) Response to the Counter-Terrorism and Security Bill,
Muslim Council of Britain,
http://www.mcb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Response-to-the-
Counter-Terrorism-and-Security-Bill.pdf

Weaver, M. (2015) Cameron's anti-terror strategy is barking up the
wrong tree, says expert, The Guardian, 20 July
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2015/jul/20/david-cameron-anti-
terror-strategy-wrong-expert-says

Woodhead, L. (2014) Drain the swamps or concentrate on the
crocodiles? Westminster Faith Debates, 5 June
http://faithdebates.org.uk/blog/linda-woodhead-research-violent-extremism-
michael-gove-theresa-may/

B. Criticisms specifically about official approaches through education

Anderson, D. (2016) Supplementary written evidence submitted by
David Anderson QC, Home Affairs Select Committee on Countering
Extremism, 16 January
data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocume
nt/home-affairs-committee/countering-extremism/written/27920.pdf

Birt, Y. (2015) Safeguarding Little Abdul: Prevent, Muslim
schoolchildren and the lack of parental consent, Yahya Birt Blog, 4 June
https://yahyabirt1.wordpress.com/2015/06/04/safeguarding-little-abdul-
prevent-muslim-schoolchildren-and-the-lack-of-parental-consent/

Birt, Y. (2015) Channel referrals are shrouded in too much secrecy –
we need better figures and more transparency and accountability,
Yahya Birt Blog, 17 July
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https://yahyabirt1.wordpress.com/2015/07/17/channel-referrals-are-
shrouded-in-too-much-secrecy-we-need-better-figures-and-more-
transparency-and-accountability/

Davies, L. (2015) Spot and test the young terrorist at school?, Connect
Justice, 19 July
http://www.connectjustice.org/blog.php?d=15

Francois-Cerrah, M. (2015) This absurd hunt for Muslim toddler-
terrorists exposes worrying trend of anti-Muslim prejudice, New
Statesman, 10 June,
http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/2015/06/absurd-hunt-muslim-
toddler-terrorists-exposes-worrying-trend-our-attitude-extremism

Holmwood, J. (2015) British values are threatening civil liberties and
equal opportunity, Open Democracy, 21 July
https://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/john-holmwood/schooling-
%E2%80%98british-values%E2%80%99-threatening-civil-liberties-and-
equal-opportunit

Hooper, S. (2015) Stifling freedom of expression in UK schools,
Aljazeera, 22 July
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2015/07/stifling-freedom-
expression-uk-schools-150721080612049.html

Hussain, D (2015) Britain's criminalisation of Muslim children, Middle
East Eye, 9 July
http://www.middleeasteye.net/columns/britain-s-criminalisation-muslim-
children-645324284

James, W. and 525 others (2015), Counter-terrorism and security bill is
a threat to freedom of speech at universities, The Guardian, 3 February,
http://www.theguardian.com/education/2015/feb/02/counter-terrorism-
security-bill-threat-freedom-of-speech-universities

Kolecha,S. (2016) More than 400 children under 10 referred for
'deradicalisation', BBC Today Programme,
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-35360375

Lundie, D. (2015) Reporting on children's religious views will squash
classroom debate, Schools Week, 19 July
http://schoolsweek.co.uk/lets-hold-on-to-true-british-values/

Parveen, N. (2016) Young Muslims tell MPs ‘unhealthy focus’ on
extremism is stigmatising them, The Guardian, 28 January,
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/jan/28/young-muslims-
extremism-stigmatising-bradford?CMP=share_btn_tw

Rosenhead, J. (2015) Prevent education?, Open Democracy, 9 February
https://www.opendemocracy.net/jonathan-rosenhead/prevent-education

Taylor, D. (2015) Schools monitoring pupils’ web use with ‘anti-
radicalisation software’, Guardian, 10 June
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http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2015/jun/10/schools-trial-anti-
radicalisation-software-pupils-internet

Webber, F. (2016) Prevent and children’s rights, Institute of Race
Relations, 28 January,
http://www.irr.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2016/01/IRR_Prevent_Submission.pdf

___________________________________________________________

C.  Personal stories, perceptions and experiences

Aboulela, L. (2015) Why must Britain's young Muslims live with this
unjust suspicion?, The Guardian, 27 July
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jul/27/britain-young-
muslims-suspicion

Ahmed, A-A. (2015) Sorry David Cameron, but how exactly do you
know that Muslims are “quietly condoning” Isis?, The Independent, 19
July
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/comment/sorry-david-cameron-but-
how-exactly-do-you-know-that-muslims-are-quietly-condoning-isis-
10332570.html

Awan, I. (2013) I am a Muslim, not a terrorist, Open Democracy, 5
December
https://www.opendemocracy.net/transformation/imran-awan/i-am-muslim-
not-terrorist,

Awan, I, and I. Zempi (2015) ‘We fear for our lives’: offline and online
experiences of anti-Muslim hostility, Faith Matters, October,
http://tellmamauk.org/wp-
content/uploads/resources/We%20Fear%20For%20Our%20Lives.pdf

Begg, M. (2015) Lesson in hypocrisy: Cameron's speech at my son's
school, Middle East Eye, 21 July
http://www.middleeasteye.net/columns/lesson-hypocrisy-cameron-s-speech-
my-son-s-school-1882328759

Hassan, Y. (2015) Reflections of a Muslim student: Cameron's five-year
plan, Huff Post Blog, 22 July
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/yusuf-hassan/david-cameron-extremism-
speech_b_7848276.html?utm_hp_ref=tw

Hennessy, A. (2016) As a working class Muslim, I know what causes
radicalisation. So why don't these rich white men believe me? The
Independent, 11 January,
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/as-a-working-class-muslim-i-know-
what-causes-radicalisation-so-why-dont-these-rich-white-men-believe-
a6805976.html

Iqbal, S. (2015) I'm a Muslim woman, Mr Cameron - here's what your
radicalisation speech means to me, The Guardian, 24 July
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http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jul/24/david-cameron-
radicalisation-speech-muslim-woman

Iqbal, S. (2016) Mr Cameron, I’d like you to meet Mrs Khan, Huffington Post, 19
January,
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/dr-siema-iqbal/mr-cameron-meet-mrs-
khan_b_9016560.html

Rahim, M. (2015) As a Muslim woman I was never fearful in Britain.
But today I’m afraid, The Guardian, December
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/dec/01/muslim-woman-
britain-paris-attacks

Zaidi-Jivraj, A. (20126) What it’s like being a Muslim in 2016, Media Diversified,
18 January,
http://mediadiversified.org/2016/01/18/what-its-like-being-muslim-in-2016/

D. Alternative approaches to challenging extremism through
education

Ahmed, F. (2015) Muslim education: should teachers be storm
troopers, or facilitators of debate and intercultural understanding?
UCL Institute of Education, 28 April
https://ioelondonblog.wordpress.com/2015/04/28/muslim-education-should-
teachers-be-storm-troopers-or-facilitators-of-debate-and-intercultural-
understanding/

Akram, J. and R. Richardson (2009) Citizenship education for all or
preventing violent extremism for some? – choices and challenges for
schools, Race Equality Teaching 27 (3), pp.49–55, also published at
http://www.insted.co.uk/citizenship-education.pdf

Association for Citizenship Teaching (2015) The Prevent duty and
controversial issues: creating a curriculum response through
citizenship,
http://www.teachingcitizenship.org.uk/resource/prevent-duty-and-
controversial-issues-creating-curriculum-response-through-citizenship

Bolloten, B. (2015) Education Not Surveillance, Institute of Race
Relations,
http://www.irr.org.uk/news/education-not-surveillance/

Bothwell, E. (2015) Louise Richardson: radicalisation best tackled by
education, Times Higher Education Supplement, 2 June
https://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/content/louise-richardson-
radicalisation-best-tackled-education

Curriculum for Cohesion (2012) A broader, truer history for all:
submission to national curriculum review, Cambridge Muslim College,
http://curriculumforcohesion.org/read/submission-to-national-curriculum-
review/

Hussain, Monawar (2008) Oxford Muslim Pupils’ Empowerment
Programme, Oxford Foundation,
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http://media.wix.com/ugd/42624e_87f8dc238b28e220a745dd5cc3ce799e.pd
f

Marsden, S (2015) Preventing violent extremism: creating safe spaces
for negotiating difference, Political Studies Assocation, 9 July,
https://www.psa.ac.uk/insight-plus/blog/preventing-violent-extremism-
creating-safe-spaces-negotiating-difference,

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (2011) Guidelines for
educators on countering intolerance and discrimination against
Muslims: addressing Islamophobia through education, Warsaw:
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
http://www.osce.org/odihr/84495.

Partnership for Peace Foundation UK (2014) Pathways for young Muslims:
a pilot project on Islam and Citizenship Education, Sandwell
http://www.pfpfoundation.org.uk/userfiles/files/REPORT%20ON%20SANDWE
LL%20COURSE_%20Final_doc.pdf

Petrie, S. (2015) The Channel programme: helping vulnerable people
or nudging them towards radicalisation?, The Conversation
https://theconversation.com/the-channel-programme-helping-vulnerable-
people-or-nudging-them-towards-radicalisation-48863

Richardson, R. (2013) Islamophobia, an investigation: enquiries,
assignments and discussions, six papers, Insted Consultancy,
http://www.insted.co.uk/investigating-islamophobia.pdf

Richardson, R. (2015) British Values and British Identity: muddles,
mixtures and ways ahead, London Review of Education,
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/ioep/clre/2015/00000013/0000000
2/art00004;jsessionid=6db1bqbcr5rpb.victoria

Tanenbaum Center for Interreligious Understanding (2016) Explaining
extremism and addressing Islamophobia: practical strategies and
resources for parents and educators, Tanenbaum Resource Sheets,
January
https://tanenbaum.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Explaining-Extremism-
and-Addressing-Islamophobia.pdf

Thomas, P. and Cantle, T. (2014) Extremism and Prevent: the need to
trust in education, Open Democracy, 10 December
https://www.opendemocracy.net/can-europe-make-it/paul-thomas-ted-
cantle/extremism-and-'prevent'-need-to-trust-in-education

Thomas, P. (2015) Schools should offer anti-extremist education for
all, not spy on those at risk, The Conversation, 1 July
https://theconversation.com/schools-should-offer-anti-extremist-education-
for-all-not-spy-on-those-at-risk-44034

Tahiri, H. and Grossman, M. (2014) Community and radicalisation: an
examination of perceptions, ideas, beliefs and solutions, Victoria
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http://www.vu.edu.au/sites/default/files/ccdw/pdfs/community-and-
radicalisation.pdf
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empowerment and change, Runnymede Trust,
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